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Accent on Safety
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The Phantom and the elephant





that rice
pond.

It seems now after
some thought that it
was an almost sub-
conscious act. The
following thought occurred to
me after the mission: was I re-
ally trained and prepared
properly for what I was doing
that first day? Who would be
held responsible besides me and
my back seater for killing some-
one with friendly fire?

I clearly remember holding the
dive run longer than necessary.

I also remember holding down
on the pickle button long after
all the bombs were gone,
until my right

thumb hurt
: so bad

the pain told me to release. 1

P remember the rapid suc-

cession of little thumps
while in the steep dive — the
thumps caused by the bomb re-
lease ejector racks firing almost
instantaneously, releasing all 12
bombs.

It was bombs away in a tight
pattern, like a swarm of black
hornets heading at a steep angle
downward toward the middle of
the city. I recall the wonderful
feeling of release and the awe-

some sensation of man and ma-
chine working together as a
single unit as I experienced a
graceful pull off the bomb run
into a beautiful arching clover-
leaf-like maneuver. It was a
maneuver in full afterburner
that had me for a moment look-
ing straight up into a cool blue
sky made cheerful with small,
bright puffy white clouds. In-
deed, the Phantom and I were
one in that one moment of time.
It was one of my unforgettable
moments, a feeling only pilots
can enjoy. Then back to busi-
ness, I made a hard G-pull back
to an upside down position to
look over my left shoulder so I
could see where the bombs hit.
I had paid no attention to the
rapid loss of airspeed as I pulled
up into an almost vertical recov-
ery over the city.

Editorial Comment:

Neil Cosentino retired from the 62 TFS ot MacDill AFB FL in 1978. He has over 6,000 hours of flying time
— including over 760 hours in combat. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, Joint Service
Commendation Medal, and the Air Medal with nine oakleaf clusters for flying in combat. He is a rated airline
pilot, a commercial aircraft pilot, an instructor pilot, and rated for helicopter, glider, and seaplane operations.
He graduated from the University of California, Los Angeles, as a professional Flight Safety Program monager

“and aireraft accident investigator.
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101 Critical Days
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SrA Dante damiani 552 ACW/SEG Tinker AFB OK  extreme sports
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Awards the Do's and Don'ts
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The key is getting involved


EF-111 SWA(n) Song
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Flight safety award of the quarter
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weapons safety award of the quarter
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Ground safety award of the quarter
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Details, details, details...
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Ask Orville!
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weapons safety stats ACC Losses for FY 98
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from surface to surface
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The only real warrior is a safe warrior  Imagine with me if you will...
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safe boating it's no accident










